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The veteran rookie
Story by Brittany Hageman Photos by Lido Vizzutti
“A  LOT O F  T H O U G H T S  PASSED T H R O U G H  MY M IN D , L IK E , H O W  C O U L D  T H IS  H A P P E N  TO  AN I 8 -Y E A R -O L D
KID? It  d i d n 't  s e e m  l ik e  it  f i t ; it  d i d n ’t  s e e m  l ik e  it  s h o u l d  b e  h a p p e n i n g . ”
—  J on Talm age, freshman  wide r e c e iv e r  on his br u sh  with ca n c er  last  sprin g
Jon Talmage’s alarm rings. It 
must mean it’s 7:21 a.m.
He flings a stiff arm to his bed­
side table and hits snooze just 
once.
For the next nine minutes, 
Talmage dreams about catching 
passes, tests and classes.
Beep, beep, beep. It’s 7:30 and 
time to get up.
The pant legs of the gray Griz 
sweatpants he slept in are 
bunched up to his knees. He pulls 
them down and arches back for a 
stretch.
Catching a glimpse of himself 
in a full-length mirror next to his 
bedroom door, Talmage pulls 
down the top right com er of his 
sweatpants.
He stands there for a moment, 
looking at a purple scar three 
inches across.
As he runs his fingertips over 
the rough; coarse skin, Talmage 
remembers.
He remembers how a supposed 
“routine appendectomy” turned 
. into the biggest scare of his life.
During a soccer game last 
spring, the Griz freshman dis­
missed sharp pains surging 
through his gut as stomach 
cramps.
He.tri.ed to ignore the pain until 
it. went from, a “I think I have gas” 
type .of feeling, to “I  think some­
one’s shoving, a fire poker through 
my innards” sensation.
He stepped Out o f the soccer 
game for a moment to catch his 
breath. Then Talmage’s stomach 
began to turn, his palms began to 
sweat and his mouth began to 
water.
He was about to puke.
Talmage got sick and contin­
ued to vomit the rest o f the day.
He couldn’t keep anything down 
— not even a jug of Gatorade.
Talmage went to the Curry 
Health Center later that day 
after his condition did not 
improve. Following an examina­
tion, Talmage was advised to go 
to the hospital for more tests.
At 4 a.m., after all the lab 
results came back, Talmage’s doc­
tor swept into the room and told 
him he had appendicitis and 
would need surgery.
The appendectomy was sched­
uled for 6 a.m., and Talmage had a 
phone call to make.
“I had to call my parents early 
that morning and tell them I had to 
have surgery,” Talmage said, “So they 
got kind of a not-so-nice wake-up call.’
The surgery went well.
And after a few days of R and R, 
Talmage was on his feet again and 
headed home to Anaheim, Calif., for 
spring break to visit his parents, Jeff 
and Cindy.
Talmage brought teammates 
Levander Segars and Jefferson 
Heidelberger home with him for the 
week. Talmage even took them to 
Disneyland.
But just 10 minutes before the trio 
was about to leave, Talmage’s dad 
pulled his son aside and uttered the 
three most frightening words Talmage 
had ever heard.
“They found cancer.”
The doctors found cancer in 
Talmage’s appendix and needed to do
Jon Talmage is congratulated by teammate Levander Segars after he caught a 10-yard pass from quarterback Brandon 
Neill and fell into the end zone during the fourth quarter of the Griz's triumph over Albany. On the cover: Talmage is 
shown making the touchdown against the Great Danes — the first of his college career.
more tests 
on him to 
find out if  it 
would 
spread.
“A lot o f 
thoughts 
passed 
through my 
mind,”
Talmage 
said. “Like, 
how could 
this happen 
to an 18- 
year-old kid?
It didn’t 
seem like it 
fit; it didn’t 
seem like it should be happening.”
The bad news made for a long 17- 
hour drive back to Missoula, especially
Jon Talmage fights Idaho State linebacker Bart 
Brooks for yardage during the Griz's 13-9 win over 
the Bengals on homecoming weekend.
because Talmage 
kept the news to 
himself the entire 
ride home.
“I don’t know how 
he held it in the 
entire trip,” said 
Heidelberger, who is 
also Talmage’s 
roommate. “It must 
have been hard to 
have that weighing 
on his mind in a 
carload full o f bud­
dies wanting to just 
have fun.”
But the weight 
was lifted a few 
weeks later when
the doctors told Talmage he was out of 
danger.
Due to the location of the cancer, it
nao uiiauic w  apreau alter 
the doctors removed the 
appendix, Talmage said.
Talmage will never look 
at a side ache the same way 
again.
No one can see the scar 
under Talmage’s jersey and 
pads, but he knows it’s 
there.
The soft-spoken, gentle 
character told his story just 
above a whisper and talked 
more softly as the tale of his 
experience got more serious.
“Sometimes I just have to 
stop and take it all in,” 
Talmage said. “Especially 
after what I went through 
last year. I have to be realis­
tic now and not take this 
second chance for granted. 
Not everyone gets to do what 
I do.”
Now that the 6-foot-4 
inch, 195-pound receiver is 
out o f the red zone, he is 
becoming a permanent fix­
ture in Montana’s end zone.
Playing major minutes for 
the Griz and racking up 
yardage, Talmage has been 
the Griz’s go-to-guy at 
crunch time.
“He’s playing like a senior 
instead of a freshman,” Griz 
head coach Joe Glenn said. 
“He’s just got savvy confi­
dence and a competitive fire 
in his gut.”
After gaining 117 yards 
on 10 receptions last week­
end, Talmage is leading the 
team in receiving yards, 
averaging 62.8 a game. He’s 
also scored the fourth most 
points for the Grizzlies, just 
behind kicker Chris Snyder, 
John Edwards and J.R. 
Waller.
Talmage’s long, lean arms 
and height advantage might 
be part o f the reason why he 
can make the football stick 
to his hands like a bug to 
flypaper.
“He comes up with every­
thing,” Glenn said. “His 
hand-eye coordination is 
some of the best I’ve seen for 
such a young guy.”
This all comes as a surprise 
considering Talmage didn’t 
even play football until he was 
a junior in high school.
At Orange Lutheran High School, 
Talmage was the guy in the hall you 
could hear a mile away with all the 
clanking hardware on his letterman’s 
jacket. He had plenty o f medals from 
soccer and baseball but none for foot­
ball.
Always drawn to soccer and base­
ball, Talmage didn’t consider playing 
with the pigskin until the football 
coach at his high school tried recruit­
ing him as a kicker.
“Soccer and football sort o f inter­
fered with one another,” Talmage said,
“so when the football coach asked me 
to play on a scouting team for them I 
wasn’t sure what I should do.”
Talmage started going to both foot­
ball and soccer practices, but then an 
opportunity presented itself that made
Co n tin ued  on page 8
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Griz play host to Northern Arizona ’Jacks
Mike Cohe/ For the Kaimin
Portland State quarterback Jus ton Wood (center) can only tuck the ball away as 
the Montana defense lead by Tim Bush and Lance Spencer collapse on top of him 
during the second half of a 24-21 win by the Griz Saturday Oct. 26, in Portland, 
Ore.
Biting weather 
could help 
Griz nip NAU
Myers Reece 
GameDay Kaimin
As a cold snap hits 
Missoula, Griz fans are hop­
ing it stays and the Northern 
Arizona Lumberjacks go 
home feeling a bit chilly.
But the Griz aren’t going 
to just let NAU battle the 
cold — they’ll make sure the 
fight heats up.
Head coach Joe Glenn 
said the Lum berjacks’ 
defense will be a tough one 
to get around with their 
own version o f  “Desert 
Swarm ,” com plete with bar­
rage o f  blitzing and stunt­
ing.
“They have a very good 
defense and a very strong 
linebacking core,” Glenn said 
in a press release. “They’re 
putting more linebackers on 
the field with more schemes 
to get their best athletes on 
the field. They are a tough 
team to prepare for.”
Offensively, NAU has a 
tendency to win games with 
big plays, Glenn said, which 
the Griz defense will have to 
watch for. Junior recievers 
Clarence Moore and Johnny 
Marshall will be the 
Lumberjacks to watch. Also, 
the return o f junior running 
back Brian Bingham from a
knee injury will beef up the 
’Jacks rushing game. Last 
year, Bingham rushed for 650 
yards, had 10 touchdowns, 
four 100-yard games and is a 
big-play player. He showed 
that last season when he 
rushed for 50 yards at 
Oregon State.
NAU is coming into 
Missoula just as the Montana 
Grizzlies are coming off their 
biggest test o f  the season 
after beating Portland State 
on the road last week.
Guided by the senior leader­
ship o f quarterback John 
Edwards, Montana scored in 
the final minute to top the 
game 24-21.
Edwards finished the 
game with a career-high 368 
yards, completing 30 o f  45 
passes. The senior from 
Billings, was six for eight on 
the 76-yard, game-winning 
drive. Now, Edwards faces a 
Northern Arizona team that 
is giving up 273.4 yards per 
game through the air, last in 
the Big Sky.
Also coming off a career 
day is freshman running 
back J.R. Waller. Last week 
against PSU, Waller had a 
career high o f  156 yards in 
26 carries.
But rushing against 
Northern Arizona is another 
story. NAU has the best rush­
ing defense in the conference, 
allowing only 78.2 yards per 
game.
On the other hand,
Edwards probably won’t air it 
out like last week if  the tem­
perature is very low. This
could give Waller a chance to 
prove that he can back up last 
week’s performance this week 
against the top-rated rushing 
defense in the conference.
While the cold weather 
may serve as an advantage 
for the Griz, it could also 
alter the game for both 
teams. Depending on the 
severity o f the weather, the 
temperature and harshness 
in the air could lead to a low- 
scoring, defensive battle — 
something the Griz are used 
to.
The Griz broke the Big 
Sky record for consecutive 
victories last week with their 
22nd win in a row. The I-AA 
record is 24, held by 
Pennsylvania during their 
remarkable run from 1992 to 
1995. Montana has also won 
its last 23 conference games, 
including the last 13 on the 
road. Both feats are Big Sky 
records.
Northern Arizona is com­
ing o ff a close victory over 
the Grizzly cross-state rival, 
Montana State. The 
Lumberjacks defeated the 
Bobcats 20-17 at home. That 
victory improved NAU to 5-3 
overall and more important­
ly 3-2 in the Big Sky. They 
are currently third behind 
Montana and Idaho State in 
the conference.
As Joe Glenn said in a 
press release, the kicking 
game will be an exciting one, 
and Northern Arizona punter 
Mark Gould is first in the 
nation with a 48.7-yard-per- 
kick average. He could prove
to be a key for NAU if  the 
game is a low-scoring affair 
because o f the importance of 
field position.
Montana has won the last 
four meetings between the 
two teams, including a 38-27 
victory last year. Montana 
leads the overall series at 24-
11.
With Idaho State nipping 
at their heels, the Griz know 
that every game is o f  the 
utmost importance for the 
remainder o f  the season.
Kickoff is set for 12:05 
p.m. Saturday.
Save big on your season pass if you purchase by 
November 10th. Cali 549-9777 or visit 
www.montanasnowbowl.com for details.
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Montana
2002 Record • 8-0, 3-0 Big Sky 
2001 Record • 15-1 Overall, 7-0 Big Sky
J.R. Waller
Running Back
5-9, 197 freshman from Portland, Ore.
Mr. W aller is a redshirt freshman from Portland, OR, who opened 
many eyes last week against Portland State. In front of a home­
town crowd, Mr. W aller ran the ball 26 times for 156 yards and 
also added four catches for 25 yards, including the game winner 
with less than a minute to go. Look for continued strong play from 
this young Grizzly cub.
Lance Spencer
Defensive End
6-2, 235 freshman from Malta, Mont.
Mr. Spencer came into this year not expecting the huge amount 
of playing time he has had, but with season ending injuries to 
Johnny Varona and Curt Colter have launched him into the start­
ing line-up. Mr. Spencer has raised some eyebrows in the 
process, playing consistent, hard-nosed defense for the Griz.
N umerical Roster
Probable starters in BOLD
1 Levander Segars SO CB 5'9” 170 lbs Colorado Springs, CO
2 Jon Talmage FR WR 6’4" 195 lbs Anaheim, CA
3 Trey Young SR FS 6’0" 200 lbs San Diego, CA
4 Dave DeCoite JR SS 6 ’1” 190 lbs Truckee, CA
5 John Edwards SR QB 6’1” 200 lbs Billings, MT
6 Andy Thompson JR OLB 6’3" 215 lbs Walla Walla, WA
Brett Staninger S R  QB 6'3” 205 lbs Missoula, MT
8 Jefferson Heidelberger SO WR 5’10" 175 bs Nevada City, CA
9 Kendall Selle FR QB 6’2” 205 lbs Billings, MT
10; David Gober FR RB 5'9" 190 lbs Anaheim, CA
11 Vernon Smith JR CB 6'1” 175 lbs San Diego, CA
12 ’ Brent Meyers JR FS 6’0" 190 lbs Missoula, MT
13 j Jeff Disney JR QB 6'1” 198 lbs Glendora, CA
14' Matt Stern FR QB 6’4" 230 lbs Coeur d'Alene, ID
16; Brandon Neill SR QB 6’3” 215 lbs Great Falls, MT
20 J.R. Waller FR RB 5'9" 197 lbs Portland, OR
21 Dustin Dlouhy FR LB 6'2“ 217 lbs Idaho Falls. ID
23 Kevin Edwards FR SS 6’2" 185 lbs Spokane, WA
24 AndyKoyama SO CB 5’8” 180 lbs Hardin, MT
25 KyleScholle SO FS 6’0” 195 lbs Parker, CO
26 Jelani Harrison SR RB 6 V  210 lbs Compton, CA
27 Johnnie Peeples SR CB 5’10” 180 lbs Ft. Pierce, FL
28 Tyler Peterson SO WR 5’10" 170 lbs Helena, MT
29 Chris Snyder JR PK 6’0“ 204 lbs Meade, WA
30 Tate Hancock SO WR 5' 10“ 170 lbs Salina, KS
31 Tyler Thomas FR S 6'0" 190 lbs Dillon, MT
32 Michael Rubie FR CB 5'10” 180 lbs Cerritos, CA
33 Joel Rosenberg SR DB 5'10” 185 lbs Whitefish, MT
34 Brad Weston JR TE 6'1" 225 lbs Hamilton, MT
35 Turill Engleman FR RB 5’10" 190 lbs Huntington Beach, CA
36 Chris Polhemus FR WR 6’2” 200 lbs Missoula, MT
Ciche Pitcher JR DE 6’4“ 230 lbs Anaconda, MT
38 PeteHamill SO RB 5-11 190 lbs Coeur d'Alene, ID
40 Ike Mincy SR DE 6'2” 230 lbs Wewahitchka, FL
41 Shane Harris JR S 5’10" 180 lbs Irvine, CA
42 Blake Horgan SO DL 6 ’3” 275 lbs Spokane, WA
43 Willie Walden SO TE 6’7” 275 lbs Vancouver, WA
44 Seamus Molloy FR OLB 6'2” 109 lbs Helena, MT
45 Colt Palmer SO TE 6’1" 230 lbs Omaha, NE
46 Dana Knox FR RB 5 7 ” 175 lbs Lewistown, MT
47 Shane MacIntyre FR LB 6'3" 222 lbs Helena, MT
48 Ben Winn FR TE 6'4” 225 lbs Darby, MT
49 Robb Hollenbeck FR TE 6’2“ 195 lbs Missoula, MT
50 Adam Hoge SO ILB 5’11" 220 lbs Bozeman, MT
51 Kyler Noel FR LB 6'1“ 215 lbs Helena, MT
52 Nick Vella SO LB 6'2” 204 lbs Castro Valley, CA
53 Joel Robinson JR LB 5’11” 230 lbs Kalispell, MT
54 Chris Connors JR DE 6’ 2” 232 lbs Butte, MT
55 Jonny Varona SO NT 6’3” 275 lbs Medical Lake, WA
56 Chris Tautolo FR LB 6'0” 210 lbs Carson, CA
57 Tyson Roberts FR QB 5'10” 180 lbs Richland, WA
58 Ryan Francis FR DE 6'4” 205 lbs Spokane, WA
61 Brian White FR OC 6’1” 270 lbs Tacoma, WA
62 Derek Decker JR OG 6’5” 289 lbs Ballantine, MT
63 Ryan Wells FR OL 6'4” 249 lbs Hamilton, MT
64 Dylan Brown FR OG 6’4” 296 lbs Kinsey, MT
65 Garth Enger SO OC 6’4” 280 lbs Bothell, WA
66 Brian Pelc SR OC 6'4” 285 lbs Helena, MT
67 Jake Pipinich FR OG 6’5” 285 lbs Bozeman, MT
68 Jason Frink FR OG 6’4” 260 lbs Post Falls, ID
70 Lucas Langbehn FR K 6’0” 200 lbs Deer Park, WA
71 Jesse McFarland FR OG 6’2” 240 lbs Kalispell, MT
72 Dylan McFarland JR OT 6 ’6” 295 lbs Kalispell, MT
73 Jeff Marshall FR OL 6'5” 230 lbs Newport Beach, CA
74 Beau Hart SO OL 6' 6” 255 lbs Lake Oswego. OR
75 Cory Procter SO OG 6’5” 290 lbs Gig Harbor, WA
76 Brad Rhoades FR OT 6’5" 255 lbs Bellingham, WA
77 Jon Skinner JR OT 6 7 ” 315 lbs Dillon, MT
80 Alex Hazlett FR WR 6’4” 200 lbs Kalispell, MT
8 1 : RoryZikmund SR WR/KOR 5'10” 192 lbs Harlowton, MT
Mark Spencer SR P 6’5" 200 lbs Fallbrook, CA
83 Dane Oliver JR WR 5’8” 155 lbs Monmouth, OR
84 Conor Molloy SO TE 6’5” 245 lbs Helena, MT
85 Tuff Harris FR WR 6'0” 185 lbs Colstrip, MT
86 LaShawn George FR WR 6’1" 193 lbs Anaheim, CA
87 Nathan Adkins FR WR 5’8" 170 lbs Cerritos, CA
89 Ja’Ton Simpson FR TE 6’5” 230 lbs Bellflower, CA
90 Curt Colter SR DT 6’2” 295lbs Hysham, MT
91 Tim Bush JR DE 6’3” 240 lbs Kellogg, ID
92 Michael Potts FR DE 6’4” 215 lbs Missoula, MT
93 Chris Orwig FR DT 6’5“ 255 lbs Shawnee Mission, KS
94 Steve O'Neal FR DT 6’4” 240 lbs Laurel, MT
95 John Cahill SO DT 6' 2” 280 lbs Billings, MT
96 Lance Spencer FR DE 6'2” 235 lbs Malta, MT
97 Herbert Fernandez SR DE 6’ 4” 225 lbs San Diego, CA
98 Kerry Mullan FR DL 6'3” 290 lbs Stevensville, MT
99 Alan Saenz FR NT 6'1” 285 lbs Newport Beach, CA
Offense
GRIZ OFFENSE w
Enger 65 
Mr. Enger has also 
been catapulted into 
the starting line-up fol­
lowing the injury to o- 
line stalwart, Brian 
Pelc. In a few weeks at 
the position he has 
mastered the center- 
quarterback exchange.
GRIZ DEFENSE R
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27
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3
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Robinson
53
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Meyers 12
Mr. Meyers, a  graduate 
of Missoula Big Sky, has 
been the ringleader of 
the stiffling Griz special 
teams this season, also 
adding hard hits to the 
safety position. Come 
Saturday against NAU, 
expect more hurt from 
this hard-nosed young 
man.
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The talented Mr. 
Harding is a  transfer 
from D-lll Buffalo State 
(N.Y.) has impressed 
thus far. He has 4 tack­
les for a  loss to go 
along with 2 sacks and 
he will look to wreak 
havoc in the Griz 
ground game, but he 
will have his problems 
with the O-line.
I
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Moore 6
Mr. Moore led NAU in 
receiving last week 
against the MSU Bobcats. 
Last year, Mr. Moore 
caught 43 balls for 643 
yards and he leads NAU 
again this year. He will 
look do so again this week 
against the smaller Griz 
comerbacks.
Northern Arizona
2002 Record • 5-3 Overall, 3-2 Big Sky 
2001 Record • 8-4 Overall, 5-2 Big Sky
Offense
Defense
Willie Maumau
Offensive Line
6-2, 269 junior from Honolulu, Hawai’i 
Mr. Maumau is an offensive force for NAU. As a converted 
defensive tackle, Mr. Maumau knows how to inflict pain. On 
Saturday, he will look to open some wide lanes for the NAU 
rushing attack led by junior Brian Bingham. However, we here 
at GDK expect Mr. Maumau to have his hands full the Griz D-
Keith O’Neil
Linebacker
6-1, 239 senior from Amherst, N.Y.
Mr. O’Neil is the defensive leader for NAU. Last year, he ta l­
lied 84 tackles to go along with 7 sacks, while in the process 
earning first team All-Big Sky honors. Mr. O’Neil has contin­
ued on his torrid pace this year, tallying 55 tackles thus far, 
again leading his team in tackles. Against the Griz, Mr. O’Neil 
w ill seek to interrupt Edwards and the rest of the offense.
Numerical Roster
Probable Starters in bold
2 Airabin Justin SR DB 5'11" 185 lbs Scottsdale, AZ
3 Gilbert Gallahar FR LB 6'0" 220 lbs Phoenix, AZ
4 Simirone Wade SO WR 5’10" 175 lbs Glendale, AZ
5 Raufeem Jackson SO DB 6'2" 190 lbs Mesa, AZ
6 Clarence Moore JR WR 6 ’5” 200 lbs Buena Park, CA
7 Ben Bowling JR QB 6'2" 205 lbs Jenks, OK
8 Clint Womack JR QB 6 ’2” 210 lbs El Cajon, CA
10 Kaaina Keawe SR LB 6 ’2” 218 lbs Hilo, HI
11 Rich Lucero SR QB 6 ’2" 210 lbs Phoenix, AZ
13 Tim Roemer FR QB 6'2” 180 lbs Scottsdale, AZ
14 Josiah Igono SR CB 5'10" 185 lbs Phoenix, AZ
15 Gary Herrera SR WR 5’8" 170 lbs Bell, CA
16 Chris Whitlock SO DB 5'10” 175 lbs Moreno Valley, CA
17 Maurice Taylor JR DB 5'11” 179 lbs Warren, OH
18 Shannon Butler JR DB 5'9” 170 lbs Tallahassee, FL
18 Nathan Van Peursem JR QB 6'2" 200 lbs Phoenix, AZ
19 Derek Devine FR QB 6’3” 205 lbs Wllsonville, OR
21 Ryan Thornton JR DB 5'10” 170 lbs Peoria, AZ
22 Philo Sanchez FR RB 5 7 ” 175 lbs Tucson, AZ
22 Riley Van Patten FR DB 6'2” 170 lbs Glendale, CA
23 Robby Eufemia JR DB 5’8” 165 lbs Glendale, AZ
24 Quinten Bennett SR DB 5'10” 180 lbs Sanama City, FL
25 Scott Consaul FR DB 6’3" 195 lbs Center, CO
25 Jason Jacobs JR DB 6’1” 205 lbs Lancaster, CA
26 Ryan Williams FR RB 5’10” 202 lbs West Lafayette, IN
27 Nets Van Peursem SO FB 6’1” 230 lbs Phoenix, AZ
28 Jeffrey Birthwright JR FB 6'1" 235 lbs Hempstead, NY
29 Brian Bingham JR RB 6 ’0” 210 lbs San Diego, CA
30 Stephen Gubemick JR DB 6'0” 190 lbs Scottsdale, AZ
31 Johnny Marshall JR WR 5’10” 170 lbs Phoenix, AZ
32 Bruce Branch SO LB 6'1" 211 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
33 Jeremy Thornburg JR DB 6’0” 177 lbs Cathedral City, CA
35 Brent Daniels JR DB 5'10” 190 lbs Gilbert, AZ
36 Vince Henman SO FB 6'0” 230 lbs Laurel, MT
38 Patrick Finkbone JR DB 5'11" 190 lbs Glendale, AZ
39 Josh Roybal SO CB 5'10” 165 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
40 Nathan Day FR LB 6'2” 190 lbs Phoenix, AZ
41 Keith O'Neil SR LB 6 '1” 239 lbs Am herst, NY
42 Keala Loo SR DB 6 '0” 201 lbs Kaneohe, HI
43 Derek Stotts FR LB 6'0" 220 lbs San Bernardino, CA
44 Lee Haws JR FB 6 '2” 237 lbs Eagar.AZ
46 Robert Drake FR RB 5'8" 217 lbs Willaims.AZ
47 Mark Gould JR K/P 6'2" 206 lbs Boise, ID
48 Paul Emster SO K 6 ’0” 217 lbs Glendale, AZ
49 Ian Gunderman SO LB 6 ‘1” 225 lbs Aliso Viejo, CA
50 Keith Drunansky JR LB 6’0” 247 lbs Litchfield Park, AZ
51 John Perrigo SO LB 6 ’1” 255 lbs Laurel, MT
52 George Asalele SR LB 5'10" 222 lbs American Samoa
53 Mike Warther JR LB 5'10” - 205 lbs Lagun Niguel, CA
54 Kenneth Jerry SR LB 6’2” 210 lbs Melbourne, FL
54 Bru Meyer FR DB 6’0” 210 lbs Dove Creek, CO
55 Mike Sands SR LB 5'10" 209 lbs Temacula, CA
56 Pat Walsh SR C 6’3" 267 lbs Chandler, AZ
57 Andy Nuessle SO DL 6'4" 253 lbs Fountain Hills, AZ
58 Steve Gomez SR OL 6 ’4” 291 lbs Phoenix, AZ
59 Doug Harding SO DL 6 ’1” 250 lbs Lackawanna, NY
60 Darrel Arnold FR OL 6'4” 275 lbs Peoria, AZ
63 MattRaivio JR C 6 T  285 lbs West Linn, OR
64 Adam Warren FR DL 6'2" 239 lbs Dove Creek, CO
65 Jeremy Everding FR OL 6'5” 240 lbs Carbondale, CO
66 Scotty Mattos FR OL 6’5" 255 lbs Moreno Valley, CA
67 Matt Ryan JR G 6'3" 290 lbs Arvada, CO
68 Jarod Smith JR OL 6'0" 225 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
69 Matt Cary JR OL 6 '3” 290 lbs Juneau, AK
70 Brian Gomez JR OL 6 '5” 285 lbs El Monte, CA
72 Peter Santibanez JR OL 6 7 ” 315 lbs La Quinta, CA
73 Willie Maumau JR C 6 '2” 269 lbs Honolulu, HI
74 Jeromy McDonald SO OL 6’5" 290 lbs Phoenix, AZ
77 Paul An SO OT 6'5” 285 lbs Arcadia, CA
78 Sean Funke JR OL 6’3” 289 lbs Independence, KY
79 Nate Griffin SO DT 6'1" 260 lbs Phoenix, AZ
80 Jarrod Fredericksen JR WR 5’9" 170 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
81 Josh Hamlin FR TE 6 ’4 214 lbs Mesa, AZ
82 Eric Iverson SO WR 6'1” 192 lbs Mayer, AZ
83 Chris Nash SR WR 5’9” 175 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
84 Mark Del Giorgio FR WR 5'9” 185 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
86 Aaron Walls SO TE 6’4" 249 lbs Peoria, AZ
87 Kaleb Madison JR TE 6’4" 279 lbs Moreno Valley, CA
88 Ramen Green. JR WR 5'10" 170 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
89 Tom Winn JR TE 6 ’4" 226 lbs Scottsdale, AZ
92 Aaron Vaeao JR DT 6'0” 270 lbs Oceanside, Calif.
93 Raymond Solis SR DL 6 ’0” 251 lbs Roswell, NM
94 Jason Webb FR DL 6'2” 230 lbs Escondido, CA
95 Randy Kirschman FR DL 6’3” 270 lbs Sun City, CA
96 Greg Wermes SO DL 6’2” 289 lbs Scottsdale, AZ
97 Isl Tuanaki SR DL 6 '0” 290 lbs Union City, CA
98 Brian Buzzard FR TE 6'4” 225 lbs Flagstaff, AZ
99 _______ Cedric Pitts, Jr. JR DL 6'1” 180 lbs Houston, TX
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Around the Sky: Battle f o r  s e c o n d  p la c eHIGHLIGHTS BlG SKY WEEKEND
Myers Reece 
Game Day Kaimin
Northern Arizona (5-3) at No. 1 
Montana (8-0)
Montana is coming off its closest call of 
the season against Portland State. The 
Lumberjacks are coming off a close game 
of their own against Montana State. NAU 
won the game 20-17 at home. Coming 
from the warm climate of Arizona, the 
Lumberjacks are probably wishing they 
could stay at home this weekend, too.
If the weather stays true to form, 
which it should, this Saturday should play 
right into the hands of already favored 
Montana. Low temperatures will help 
keep the game a defensive battle,reinforc­
ing Montana’s advantage.
Griz quarterback John Edwards 
shouldn’t expect to throw for 368 yards 
again like last week, but instead move the 
ball with the help of a running game just 
enough to put some points on the board. 
Against PSU, freshman J.R. Waller had a 
career high of 156 yards on 26 carries.
While the Griz are looking to maintain 
their top ranking and extend their win­
ning streak to 23 games, tying the I-AA 
record held by Pennsylvania, the 
Lumbeijacks are just looking to stay 
above .500 in conference play.
Montana has won the last four meet­
ings between the two teams. The Griz will 
make it five this weekend and tie the I-AA 
record for consecutive wins.
GDK prediction: 24-10 Montana
Montana State (3-5) at Sacramento 
State (3-5)
This is a battle between a team strug­
gling to live up to expectations and a team 
soaring above its expectations.
Although MSU has had a disappointing 
season considering its preseason hype, the 
Bobcats have been showing some life late­
ly. With a convincing 44-10 win over 
Weber State, followed by a worthy per­
formance in a loss to Northern Arizona, 
the Bobcats look like they are finally play­
ing like a Big Sky contender. Tbo bad it’s 
so late in the season.
Sac State, on the other hand, was 
expected to sit at the bottom of the Big 
Sky much like it did last season. However, 
they are 2-2 in conference play, including a 
48-41 shootout win against Eastern 
Washington last week.
Both teams are playing well right now, 
which should result in a fairly even game. 
MSLTs star running back, Ryan Johnson, 
is getting back on track, while Sac State’s 
standout sophomore Fred Amey is contin­
uing to lead the Big Sky in all-purpose 
yards. MSU should give it to Johnson 
early and let him set the tone for the 
game. Johnson needs 108 yards to move 
into ninth on the Big Sky all-time rushing 
list.
Sacramento State has been finding 
ways to win whether it is by outscoring its 
opponent like against Eastern Washington 
or coming up with big defensive stops like 
the Northern Arizona victory. Last week, 
against EWU, running back Tyronne 
Gross rushed for a career-high 151 yards 
on 30 carries. MSUs defense is too strong 
to let a shoot-out happen, so Sac State will 
have to counter the Bobcats with some 
solid defense.
Both teams share common Big Sky 
opponents in Northern Arizona and Idaho 
State. Idaho State beat both of them, but 
Sac State conquered NAU, while the 
Bobcats came up short. The overall series 
is tied at 5-5, but MSU has only won once 
in Sacramento.
MSU may have the more talented team 
overall, but Sac State has been playing 
with passion lately and has home field 
advantage.
GDK prediction: 31-27 Sac State; Amey 
leads them to victory
No. 19 Idaho State (5-2) at No.15 
Portland State (5-3)
This should be the game to watch this 
weekend.
These are two solid teams playing for 
second place in Big Sky supremacy. 
Portland State played well against 
Montana last week in a loss, but Idaho 
State is also coming off a strong outing: a 
34-0 shutout victory over Weber State.
The win was ISLPs first shutout in Big
Sky play in 22 years.
Even though ISU owns the better 
record this season, their schedule has 
been easier. PSU has played only one 
team with a losing record in Sacramento 
State. ISU is first in scoring defense and 
PSU is last in scoring offense. However, in 
a battle between two good teams like 
these, that shouldn’t mean too much. It 
might just come down to which team 
makes the big plays and the least amount 
of mistakes.
ISU is second in the conference behind 
EWU in total offense at 419.3 yards per 
game. Senior quarterback Doug 
Baughman has been leading the team, 
ranked third in the Big Sky in total 
offense and pass efficiency. Isaac Mitchell 
provides a stable running game, ranking 
third in rushing. Also, ISLPs defense has 
been playing very well, which is another 
major reason for the Bengals’ current four- 
game winning streak.
PSU’s only really remarkable standout 
in the statistical categories is sophomore 
running back Ryan Fuqua. Fuqua leads 
the Big Sky in rushing at 129.1 yards per 
game and is on the “Payton Watch” list. 
Other than Fuqua, ISU seems to have the 
edge in nearly every statistical category 
over the Vikings except for kickoff returns 
(No. 1 in the nation). However, the Vikings 
have been playing harder teams than the 
Bengals and just seem to know how to get 
the job done when it really counts.
Portland State will continue to feed 
Fuqua the ball, but they also now have 
quarterback Justin Wood beginning to get 
on track. Idaho State will probably have a 
fairly even play selection, mixing it up 
between passing plays and running plays, 
which is what they have been doing for 
most of this season.
This game should be close and probably 
will be decided by key plays and mistakes. 
Even though PSU has home field advan­
tage, ISU has the momentum of a four- 
game winning streak.
GDK prediction: 27-20 Idaho State
Eastern Washington (4-4) at Weber 
State (2-5)
Now for the battle of the Big S ly  cellar
dwellers. Weber State, winless in confer­
ence play, is last in the Big Sky. EWU has 
only won one conference game, good 
enough for second to last in the Big Sky.
EWU is led by star senior quarterback 
Josh Blankenship. Blankenship leads the 
Big Sky in almost every quarterback sta­
tistical category including passing yards, 
total offense, and pass efficiency. He has 
led his offense to several national rank­
ings. EWU is second in the nation in pass­
ing offense, fifth in total offense, and 
eighth in scoring offense. Still, 
Blankenship’s name doesn’t appear on the 
“Payton Watch” list.
EWU is gaining 100 yards more per 
game than Weber State. The question is: 
Can their defense help out enough for a 
victory?
Last week the defense couldn’t do this 
task, as EWU lost 48-41 to Sac State. 
Weber State has a comparable offense to 
Sac State’s, paced by junior quarterback 
Tate Bennett. It probably won’t be enough 
to upend Eastern Washington, though.
On defense, WSU is first in the Big Sky 
in pass defense, but Blankenship will still 
probably be able to find his spots. He 
always does. WSU, however, is second to 
last in scoring defense, barely above EWU, 
which is a bad sign when facing an Eagles 
team that is putting up 35.4 points per 
game.
With a win, Eastern Washington will 
be right in the middle of the Big Sky. 
Eastern Washington has three conference 
losses, and with the exception of front run­
ners Montana and Idaho State, every 
other Big Sky team has two conference 
losses. A couple of these teams are going to 
come out of this weekend with three con­
ference losses. The Eagles are playing for 
the possibility that they can still stay in 
the thick of things in the Big Sky. Weber 
State is just trying desperately to get its 
first conference victory of the year.
The overall series is tied at 10-10. In 
last year’s meeting, the two teams com­
bined for 990 yards of total offense, result­
ing in a 50-26 EWU victory. Expect anoth­
er shootout, again ending in an EWU win.
GDK prediction: 41-31 EWU; maybe 
Blankenship should be on the “Payton 
Watch”  list
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Scouting Report:
Montana vs. Northern Arizona 7
No. 2 McNeese State
Bryan O ’Connor
GameDay Kaimin
The McNeese State Cowboys are riding 
high in the saddle this year at 6-1, with 
their only loss of the season given up to the 
Nebraska Comhuskers.
The Southland Conference Cowboys fell 
38-14 to the Huskers in Lincoln, Neb. on 
Oct. 5. The Huskers have been a I-A Big 
12 powerhouse in years past, but at 6-3, 
they are not currently ranked in the top 25 
in the USA Tbday/ESPN coaches poll.
With the only loss of the season to a 
much larger program, the Cowboys have 
held the No. 2 spot in the I-AA polls for the 
past several weeks. The boys from South 
Lake, La., are no strangers to Griz fans.
The Cowboys knocked the Grizzlies out of 
the playoffs in the first round in 1997, 
beating them 19-14 in the bayou.
McNeese State has made it to the play­
offs several times, including the past two 
seasons. But they suffered elimination in 
the first round both times, by Georgia 
Southern in 2000 and Maine in 2001. It’s 
a safe bet that head coach Tbmmy Tates’ 
team is hungry to make it back into the 
playoffs this season 'and have some 
redemption.
The Cowboys’ offense is racking up an 
average of 376 yards per game this year 
with 227 of those on the ground. Leading 
the charge is junior running back Vick 
King with 677 yards in his last seven 
games. King is the No. 1 running back in 
the SLC, conference and is listed at 5-11, 
206 pounds, hailing from Cutoff, La.
But McNeese State is by no means a 
one-dimensional team offensively. Senior 
wide receiver Jermaine Martin became the 
all-time leader in McNeese history for
passes caught and yards receiving earlier 
this year. He is also ranked No. 10 all time 
in the SLC with 136 receptions. Martin 
has hauled in 17 passes for 301 yards and 
two touchdowns this season.
Defensively, the Cowboys are giving up
292.6 yards per game, 132 rushing and
160.6 through the air. The defense is high­
lighted by senior strong safety Hadley 
Prince, a cowboy on and off the field.
Prince leads the team with 77 tackles and 
four sacks.
Prince is responsible for five of the ten 
interceptions pulled down by the defense 
this year.
Prince, who also holds the school record 
bench press for a defensive back with 365 
pounds, used to be a saddlebronc rider in 
high school. According to the McNeese 
State Web Site, he plans to continue rodeo­
ing after he graduates.
Saturday McNeese travels to 
Nacogdoches, Tfexas to take on the Stephen 
F. Austin Lumberjacks. Coach Tate said in 
a press conference on Tuesday that he is 
preparing his defense for the Lumberjacks 
“huge” offensive front, and he knew they 
are just as hungry as his team for a victory.
“It’s a similar situation as we’ve had the 
last two weekends,” Tate said. “They’ve 
got one conference loss, they are still in the 
hunt and we’re going to get their best 
effort.”
The Cowboys whipped Sam Houston 
State 47-10 last weekend and are 2-0 in 
SLC play.
After playing Stephen F. Austin this 
Saturday, McNeese will round out their 
season with conference matches against 
Southwest Tfexas, Northwestern State and 
Nicholls State.
Montana Sports, Pure and Simple.
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The veteran rookie
Continued from page 2
“S ometimes I ju s t  have to sto p  and take it a ll  in, e sp ec ia lly  a fter  what I went through  last y e a r . I have to  b e
REALISTIC NOW AND NOT TAKE THIS SECOND CHANCE FOR GRANTED. NOT EVERYONE GETS TO DO WHAT I DO.” --- JON TALMAGE
Talmage choose one over the other.
A member of the football team got sick, and 
Ithe coach wanted to test Talmage’s hands as a 
.receiver. A trophy case of football awards 
later, Talmage proved he was a quick study.
Talmage went on to lead his team in receiv­
ing and garnered MVP accolades his senior 
year.
With football in the front seat and soccer on 
the back burner, Talmage made the decision 
to pursue a future at the University of 
Montana as a Grizzly.
“Part of the reason why I took a football 
scholarship was because the newness of foot­
ball hadn’t worn off,” Talmage said. “I’d 
played soccer forever, and I could always go 
back to it.”
Talmage doesn’t regret his decision for a 
second. Especially when he’s running onto the 
football field through Montana’s blow-up hel­
met in front of a roaring crowd.
In addition to the thousands of screaming 
fans in Washington-Grizzly Stadium, he has his 
own private pep squad.
In Section 112, just diagonal from the can­
non, Adele, Matt, Westin and Dillon Gibbs 
cheer on Talmage.
Although the Gibbs family is there for sup­
port just as regular Griz fans, they act more 
like a surrogate family to the 19-year-old.
“It all started with the number 8,” Adele 
Gibbs said. “Last year Westin’s favorite player 
was Jimmy Farris, number eight.”
Four-year-old Westin wrote Farris letters 
and the two later became pals. After Farris left 
two years ago, Gibbs asked her son who his 
new favorite player would be. Since Farris was 
No. 8, Westin decided to stick with it.
Well, this year’s No. 8 happens to be 
Jefferson Heidelburger, Talmage’s roommate.
Heidelburger accepted Westin’s invitation to 
come for dinner one night, then invited 
Talmage to come with him the next time.
The rest is history.
“Now the boys are part of our family,” Adele 
Gibbs said. “We’ve extended our family from 
four to six, and I don’t know what we’d do with­
out them around.”
Heidelberger and Talmage go hunting with 
Adele’s husband, Matt. They babysit the boys 
and join the Gibbs for dinner most Sundays.
Ask Talmage what he thinks of the Gibbs 
and an overflow of warmth and kindness drips 
from his words.
“I’m so lucky to have them,” Talmage said. “I 
really don’t know how to describe how it feels 
to be taken in by strangers and treated like a 
son.”
The crew is so close that Talmage’s parents 
stay with the Gibbs when they come to town.
“I’m on the phone to his parents all the 
time,” Gibbs said. “His parents are loving, car­
ing people, and Jon is a reflection of them.”
One evening, to show their appreciation for
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the University of Montana. The 
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Jon Talmage raises himself after making significant yardage 
against Northern Colorado on Sept. 14.
the Gibbs, Talmage and his roommate volun­
teered to babysit Dillon and Westin while mom 
and dad went to Shadow’s Keep for their 12th 
wedding anniversary.
As a present, Heidelburger, Talmage and the 
boys sneaked up to Shadow’s Keep while the 
two were eating and paid for the bill.
“Jon is simply a wonderful, kind person,” 
Gibbs said. “As a football player, maybe he 
doesn’t want to be characterized as a softy, but 
he really is a big teddy bear.”
Westin and Dillon might be simply smitten 
with having two Grizzlies in the house, but the 
youngsters don’t see the two as football stars, 
Gibbs said.
“The kids don’t see the tough, football brava­
do,” Gibbs said. “Westin and Dillon are unaf­
fected by them on the field. They love them 
simply as friends who come visit and play with 
them.”
Maybe Talmage is a softy off the field, but 
come game time he’s all business.
“Before game time he’s not the guy getting 
everyone riled up, but he’s not a recluse either,” 
Heidleberger said. “He gets focused, and I 
respect what he does on the field.”
Coming off the bench and starting in front of 
some older players, Talmage said there was one 
player in specific he admired and emulated.
“I respect Rory Zikmund because he’s been 
there; he’s been in those situations and can 
give us pointers,” Talmage said. “He’s kept a 
positive attitude through everything and is 
such a good motivator. That’s amazing to me.”
While Talmage vies for more playing time, 
the freshman who had to redshirt last year 
isn’t squeamish about starting.
“I just focus on making the plays when the 
coaches call on me,” Talmage said.
Jon Talmage may be a rookie, but he has the 
coolness of a veteran, the patience and warmth 
of a big brother and the scar of someone who 
doesn’t have anything to lose.
Jon Talmage, a freshman wide receiver, uses his full 6-feet-4 inches to catch a 
pass over Idaho State defensive back Quinton Freeman in the first quarter of 
UM's homecoming game on Sept. 21. Talmage's catch put the Griz on ISU's 
two-yard line, which resulted in the first touchdown of the game by David 
Gober.
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